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Narrandera High School  

Issue 20 Week 10 Term 4 Tuesday 7th December 2021 

Dear Narrandera High Families,  

The last fortnight has been a busy one at Narrandera High, with the HSC Exams conclud-

ing and our Year 7 2022 students joining us for two orientation days. Our final transition 

day for our new Year 7 students, will be tomorrow, Wednesday 8 December. I have 

been very impressed by the way our new Year 7 students have conducted themselves 

during these transition sessions.  

 

Student Attendance Support  

Research indicates a strong correlation between attendance and long term educational, 

social and health outcomes for young people. At NHS, we will continue to prioritise stu-

dents being at school every day unless unwell or on other urgent leave. This is particu-

larly important as the end of the year approaches. To support families with attendance, 

we are also able to pick students up each day. Families that would like to access this ser-

vice are requested to contact the office or to let an appropriate staff member know. Our 

current attendance data indicates a significant decline in student attendance on a Fri-

day. Your support in ensuring students are at school, each day, including on a Friday is 

greatly appreciated.   

Classroom Expectations and Ready to Learn Routines  

At Narrandera High School, we have recently established clear classroom expectations 

and ready to learn routines for all students. These expectations are in line with our posi-

tive behaviour for learning values of respect, responsibility and learning. These expecta-

tions have been explained to all students and are on display in each classroom space. I 

have also attached a copy of these procedures to this newsletter.  

Presentation Day  

Our annual Presentation Day will be held on Tuesday December 14 from 11.15am. Due 

to COVID restrictions, this event is restricted to students and staff only, however, the 

presentation will be professionally livestreamed for all families to view. A link to access 

the livestream will be sent to all families before the day (via email). If you have any 

questions, please contact the school office.   

Year 12 Formal  

We are looking forward to celebrating the Year 12 Formal with Year 12 students and 

their parents tonight at Narrandera Golf Club. I will share photos from this important 

occasion on our next newsletter.  

B Block Roof 

You may have noticed that a large area of our school is currently a construction site. The 
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roof on B Block (hall and change rooms) is currently being replaced. We are anticipating that this work 

will be finished by the end of the school year.   

End of Year Plans 

The last day of the 2021 school year for students will be next Thursday 16 December. All students are 

expected to be at school, engaged and learning, up to and including this date. 

Kind Regards, 

Marni Milne 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE 

Holidays 
Are about experiences and people, 

And tuning into what you feel like doing 
at that moment. 

Enjoy not having to look at a watch. 

Evelyn Glennie 
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QUICKSMART 

YEAR 8 SCIENCE 

Year  7 students involved in the Quicksmart Literacy program in 2021 celebrated their graduation last 

week with cake and also received their certificates. 

Thank you to tutors Mrs Hoogers and Mrs Gilmour. 
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TERM 4 ALEC 

Within the Aboriginal Learning and Engagement Centre (ALEC) the 2021 Year 10 students will continue to be the 

targeted group with the three main focus areas being students’ wellbeing and engagement, academic and cultural 

identity. The ALEC staff and Aboriginal staff across the school are working closely to guide and support the students 

and their individual needs. ALEC staff are also working across all grades to support teachers and students in class, 

withdrawing students for one on one and small groups for additional support with class tasks and assessment com-

pletion. 

In Term 3, prior to the covid period, all Year 8 and Year 10 Aboriginal students were provided opportunities to 

attend the ALEC twice a week for Literacy and Numeracy coaching sessions. This term commenced with Year 8 con-

tinuing coaching groups and Year 10 focusing on aspects of Literacy. Year 7 and Year 9 will commence Term 1, 2022. 

Year 10 students have also been supported with preparing for National Minimum Standard tests. Through these 

explicit teaching sessions we were preparing the students to attempt and some to re-sit National Minimum Stand-

ard tests and envisage students success in completions. 

Over the past weeks all students across Year 7, 8 and 9 have completed scheduled Checkin assessments online,  all 

students completing yearly stage based Exam and senior students, Years 11 & 12, sitting HSC exams.  

The start of Week 8 was busy with students commencing the new school year with the compressed curriculum 

changeover. I can not express how important it is to attend school each day and be punctual to class in order to 

keep up with the educational learning. Everyday counts. 

            

      One on one support- MacqLit                                                               Year 9 Check-in Assessments 

                                        Year 8 and Year 10  Literacy and Numeracy focus group 

         

Term 4- ALEC Cultural Identity, education and learning.   

As a teacher,  I am motivated in my role to share my knowledge and passion of Aboriginal culture and to promote 

Aboriginal Education and increase students interest and desire to learn more about their rich cultural background. 

The purpose of the Aboriginal student cultural group sessions is to provide Aboriginal students an opportunity to 
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learn more about their culture, connect and engage in learning activities to increase cultural identity, pride and 

build a stronger sense of belonging.   

Cultural Identity Year 10 

Year 10 students (now in Year 11) have actively participated in some Aboriginal cultural sessions once a week. They 

have engaged in conversations about culture, artworks and learning more Wiradjuri language.  Students have been 

exploring painting techniques, symbols and meanings and how to apply new skills to individually paint their own 

Aboriginal sunset silhouette artworks.       

Year 10 students painting Aboriginal sunset silhouettes. 

 

Cultural Identity   Aboriginal Girls groups 

There were two targeted stage groups being the Women’s group and Sista Speak group.  Year 9 and 10 Aboriginal 

girls were given opportunities to join and participate in the Women’s group on Thursdays.   Year 7 and 8 girls partici-

pate in Sista Speak on Fridays. Both groups attend the ALEC for two consecutive period each week.  

Due to covid restrictions we are unable to attend the TAFE Women’s Elders group or venues off site to gain a great-

er connection to community or excursions to Aboriginal sites. For now, the girls have been engaging in cultural 

learning activities through the ALEC. 

The initial purpose of the groups forming was due to declining school attendance, but also to increase cultural 

knowledge and understanding, to build and reinforce ‘YINDYMARRA’ respect for self and others. 

The girls have been learning Wiradjuri language, engaging in conversations around themes of Yindymarra, Gratitude 

and uniqueness.   

Over the past sessions the girls have been exploring Aboriginal symbols and their meanings, art techniques to create 

canvas paintings, made cultural key chains,  most have attempted hand stitching for the first time, cooked Johnny 

Cakes, participated in conversations about personal health, wellbeing and hygiene and the stage 5 group sewing 

bags and designing humpies.                                     

The final weeks of the school year are quickly coming to an end. Activities to complete the next session will be 

themed around Christmas and healthy eating, girls preparing fruit smoothies and a special treat.  

Monica Lyons 
Head Teacher Aboriginal Transition and Engagement 
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LIBRARY 
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SHARE OUR SPACE 
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PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 


